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Research Article

The Beliefs and Dialect Groups of Malim
Nawar New Village, District of Perak,
Malaysia
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Ph.D. Program of Hakka Studies, Department of Hakka Language

and Social Sciences, National Central University

Abstract

The Chinese New Villages in the Malaysia Peninsula were
formed by the British colonial government as a strategy to confront
and strangle the underground forces of the Malayan Communist Party
in the middle of the 20th century. Its plans relocated and concentrated
new villages such as the Malim Nawar New Village, established in
1950, that included Kuboi and six other villages in the area of Kampar

Gopeng in the state of Perak.

The Malim Nawar New Village is predominantly Hopo, with
some Hokkien people, each developing their own religious
characteristics. This paper attempts to understand the impacts of
concentrating and isolating the new village on the development of the

local community at Perak Malim Nawar New Village through the
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perspective of its dialect groups and religious beliefs. Additionally, the
research shows that the Hopo Hakka, who were relocated with the
Hokkien people, became the main political force in Malim Nawar

through their successful tin mining economy.

This paper firstly introduces the local society of Malim Nawar
New Village; secondly, it illustrates the rise of temples, the religious
organizations and activities involving sacrifices to the gods of the
Hopo and Hokkien people; finally, it puts forward the viewpoints of
this paper: the development of the tin mining industry in the 1960s
and 1970s promoted the revival of beliefs of the Han Chinese in
Malim Nawar New Village. The predominant Hopo people built the
ancient temple of Sanshan which became publicly focused and
established itself as the local religious center. Meanwhile, the Lotus
Temple built by the Hokkien people was oriented towards personal

utilitarian beliefs.

Keywords: Malaysian Chinese, Hopo Hakka, New Village, Sanshan
King, Tin Mine
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