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Research Article

Exploration and Analysis of Historical
Documents on “Lords of the Three
Mountains”

Mon-An Nee

PhD Candidate, History Department, National Taiwan Normal

University

Abstact

“Lords of the Three Mountains” or also translated “Three
Mountain Kings” is a kind of folklore religion from Lingnan, it
distributed in Chaochow, Huizhou, and Meizhou area, based on the
natural worship of mountains and spiritual stones by human beings,
and through the process of personification transformed into the
mountain deity. According to historical documents, we could not find
out the “Lords of the Three Mountains” until the Song Dynasty, but
before long, it became a popular deity in Lingnan area since the
Southern Song Dynasty, and was recorded by the enormous body of
local chronicles ( 757 » also translated as local history or gazetteer )

during the Ming and Qing Dynasties.

This essay collects nine kinds of historical documents of “Lords
of the Three Mountains”, among them, two “Temple Notes” ( JEHzC)
which recorded the history of temple and deity belonging to the Yuan
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and Ming Dynasties are more important and have the widely ritual
community and regional cult. Through research, analysis, and
comparison, it can be found that the two “Temple Notes” have their
own regional cults and popular areas. The different author's versions
of “Temple Notes” also show different records of the names of the
“Three Mountains”, the awards, and the order of the status of the seats.
Within the same deity, different regional cults inherit the phenomenon

of regional differences in their own historical traditions.

Finally, it briefly discusses the historical factors in the formation
of the religion of “Lords of the Three Mountains”, its relationship with

Hakka, and its relationship with other folklore religions.

Keyword: Lords of the Three Mountains, Kings of the Three
Mountains, Folklore Religion, Hakka Study, Sheng
Tuan-Ming
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