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Research Article

From Traditional memory to modern creativity:
development of Hakka industries and transitions
of Hakka culture

Long-Tong Yu"

Abstract

Hakka ethnic people lives in the shallow mountain region of
Taoyuan, Hsinchu and Miaoli county of Northern Taiwan. Due to
environmental resources and geographic dependency, most of them
make a living with agriculture and farming, engaged in industries such
as wood carving and camphor logging, tea, lemongrass, fruit and
flower plantation and mining. They are known as being sophisticated
in the business of upstream activities of production and manufacturing.
Under such an environment forms the personality and mentality of
hardworking, diligent and self-sustaining; and ethnic image of
respecting and coexisting with nature. However, these image is in
transition driven by governmental policy of cultural and creative
industries. Hakka businessmen are more and more advanced in
downstream industries activities of marketing and branding that
traditionally being regarded as weakness of their business. Transitions
also has been happened in ingredients and elements of Hakka culture
that incorporates inter-ethnic and diversified cultural components,

which make Hakka cultural images become more and more active,

* Long-Tong Yu , E-mail: ylong168@gmail.com




creative and innovative. The obvious and featured change happens in

Hakka businessmen’s generational difference which shows the

younger generation ‘s openness, inclination to risk-taking and

acceptance to new ideas and model that is thought as risky.

Keywords: Hakka ethnic and symbolic industries, cultural

representation, Hakka tradition, contemporary creativity.
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