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Research Article

The study of the word zhang in Hakka and
its cultural meaning

Shii-Sung Ho

Adjunct Associate Professor, Hsin Sheng College of Medical Care

and Management

Abstract

This article studies the word zhang in Hakka language. It
illustrates the history of the word’s appearance, usage, and provides its
linguistic, historical and cultural meanings. The research aims to prove
that the word zAuang (pack, hold) of zhuang dongxi in contemporary
Chinese is zhang in Hakka. Zhang refers to zhangbu. It means to
spread the net for catching fishes, birds or animals. This usage
originates from the Spring and Autumn period; however, the word
zhuang appears only in the Warring States period and refers to zhi
zhuang (prepare necessities such as clothes). By the analysis of the
methods, containers and vocabularies of zhang wu (packing things) in
various Classics, this study proves that zhang is the original word
which means “loading things in a container” and continues to be used
in contemporary daily life. It shows that the word zhang is a kind of

living fossil and provides rich cultural content.

Keyword: Hailu Hakka, zhang yu (packing fishes), zhang niao
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(packing birds), zhi zhuang (preparing necessities),

zhuang qian (holding money)
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