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Abstract

The Hakka Affairs Council has been conducting surveys on the
Hakka population and the use of Hakka language since 2004. These
surveys regularly gather information on the distribution of the Hakka
population and the use of the Hakka language. The results are used to
estimate the Hakka population and to identify key development areas
of Hakka culture (hereafter key Hakka areas). Data of the 2016
National Hakka Population and Language Survey (NHPLS) are
aggregated to obtain estimates of the Hakka population for townships
and boroughs. Based on the National Household Registry, it is found
that 19.3% of the national population conform to the definition of
Hakka in the Hakka Basic Law, which is higher than the estimate in
2014. A total of 70 townships and boroughs in 11 counties are
identified as the key Hakka areas. The estimate of the Hakka

population is slightly lower when using the de jure population, the
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information of which was obtained from the NHPLS. The
inconsistency becomes larger between the two estimates at the county
and township or borough levels. Regardless of the inconsistency,
however, the demographic characteristics of the key Hakka areas show
similar patterns. Results of NHPLS have implications for Hakka
policies. Local government may take approaches that contribute to
spreading Hakka language and culture through educational programs.
Long-term health care for the Hakka elderly should also be considered
in key Hakka areas.

Keyword: National Hakka Population and Language Survey,
definition of Hakka, estimates of Hakka population, key

development areas of Hakka culture
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