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Research Article

Study of Cultural Deposits of Hakka
Matrilineal Society by Hakka Customs of
Wedding and Funeral and Vocabulary

Siu-Ki Chen*

Department of Hakka Language and Social Sciences, National
Central University

Abstract

Academic research on Hakka women mostly argued that Hakka
women are inferior, and men are superior to women in patrilineal
society. To some degree, it is consistent with the origin of Hakka from
the north. Research has suggested that Hakka were the people formed
in the process when the Han of Central Plains moved to the south.
However, according to the vocabulary related to traditional Hakka
customs of wedding and funeral, we found numerous cultural terms
which were inconsistent with the traditional concept in patrilineal
society, such as “candle lightening, dish of grandma, rice of sisters,
new uncle and new aunt” in the wedding. “Dian Zhu” in the funeral

should be practiced by the mothers’ brothers or the elderly in the
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wives’ families. As to “kneeing down to welcome the wife’s family”
on the day to hold a funeral procession, the gift of money of the
mothers’ brothers should be returned doubly or be declined. The
previous customs show a common message: “mothers’ brothers are the
most important”, different from patrilineal society. In some traditional
Hakka families, women were inferior. For instance, after they
prepared the meals, they could not sit and eat with the family at the
table. They could not participate in tomb sweeping of the family. From
a holistic perspective, patrilineal society and matrilineal society
coexist in the Hakka group. Past academic circle interpreted Hakka
women from the perspective of patrilineal society. From different
views, this study probes into the cultural deposits of Hakka matrilineal
society in Hakka customs of wedding and funeral and the related

vocabulary.

Keyword: Hakka, customs of wedding and funeral, matrilineal society,

mother’s brother, cultural terms
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