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Research Article

Historical Periodization on Formation and
Distribution of Hakka Language

Al Chung-Chieh Wu"

Graduate Institute of Hakka Culture Studies, National Kaohsiung
Normal University

Abstract

Historical document cannot present the direct and systematic
reference, nor hardly shows the periodization of the development,
formation, and expansion of the Hakka language. Thus, the scholar
aims to use proves from administrative division, the boundaries of
dialects, chorography, rime dictionaries from different areas, notes
from literati, clan pedigrees, and enclaves to reconstruct the

developing process of Hakka.

Northern Chinese dialects nowadays have many commonalities,
while southern dialects tend to be more distinct. The development of
dialects was the reverse in the era of Northern and Southern dynasties.
Similarities of geographical distribution can be found between modern
dialects and the dialects in the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms era.

Researchers examined contemporary dialectic divisions in modern

* Al Chung-Chieh Wu, Professor of Graduate Institute of Hakka Culture Studies,
National Kaohsiung Normal University. Address: No.116, Heping 1* Rd., Lingya
District, Kaohsiung City 80201, Taiwan ; E-mail:alwu2001@yahoo.com.tw
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China to see if they resembled dialectic divisions of 10th century
Imperial China. They found that the Hakka language developed at the
end of the Tang Dynasty (900 A.D.) and that contemporary China's
lingual boundaries had formed no later than the Yuan Dynasty (before
1368 A.D.). As a result, the Hakka dialect has existed for over a
thousand years, in addition to the Min, Gan, and Yue dialects.
Literature from the Song, Yuan, Ming, and Qing Dynasties employed
the use of Hakka. The researcher also discussed Hakka's expansion
among mainland China, relating how immigrants brought the Hakka

dialect to each new regions.

This paper estimates four phases of the development of the
Hakka language. First, in the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms
period, it shows that the political district- Jing State is set up in
Meixian, which is the budding era of Hakka language. Second, the
borderline of Hakka and Min between Meizhou and Chaozhou was
described from Atlas in the Southern Song Dynasty in 1175 A.D.
Meizhou people from Tinzhou and Ganzhou are integrated, it is the
growth era of Hakka language. Zhangzhou Hakka and the mixed
dialect of Min and Hakka in eastern Tinzhou have formed afterward,
and it has matured until the Yuan Dynasty. Third, in the middle of the
Ming Dynasty (1518), the pronunciation of Xingning Chorography
conforms to the present Hakka. At the same time, the languages of
enclaves which are emigrated from Meixian, Jiaoling, and Pingyuan
changes slightly since 1528. The Hakka language then enters a stable
era. At last, the outliers from mixed dialects of Min and Hakka appear

later (1575). Since the enclaves that are currently known are produced
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no earlier than the mid-Ming Dynasty (the 1520s), we infer that it is

the expansion of Hakka language from the middle of Ming Dynasty to
the beginning of Qing Dynasty.

Keyword: the Hakka language, administrative divisions, dialectical

borders, outliers, chorography
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