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The Self-driven Transformation and
Development of the Hakka Association in the Age
of Globalization: A case on Selangor and Federal

Territory Fui Chiu Association
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Tunku Abdul Rahman

Abstract

The initial purposes of setting up associations or sectarian groups
in Southeast Asia by Chinese immigrants were mainly to take care of
the welfare of their fellow immigrants as well as to maintain ties with
each other so as to assist their fellow immigrants in overcoming the
sense of unfamiliarity and the problems of language faced by them in
the region that had a tropical climate. Specifically, the functions of the
associations or sectarian groups were arranging accommodation for
their fellow immigrants, helping them to look for jobs, assisting the
victims, resolving conflicts, setting up schools, etc. For example, the
initial functions of the Fui Chiu Association (now being called as
Selangor and Federal Territory Fui Chiu Association) - the oldest

Hakka Association in Kuala Lumpur — were to take care of the welfare

* Chong Siou Wei, Associate Professor and Dean, Institute of Chinese Studies, Universiti
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of its fellow immigrants as well as to reunite them. Meanwhile, it also
actively involved in matters related to education and public service
such as the founding of Tsun Jin School, Kwong Tong Cemetery
Kuala Lumpur, The Kuala Lumpur and Selangor Chinese Assembly
Hall (KLSCAH) and Tung Shin Hospital. Nevertheless, some
functions of the associations or sectarian groups are gradually being
replaced when moving into the 21st Century. Hence, in the face of the
age of globalization, the associations or sectarian groups must adjust
themselves for future development. This paper will conduct a
preliminary examination of the self-driven transformation and
development of the Selangor and Federal Territory Fui Chiu

Association.

Keywords: Kuala Lumpur, Selangor, Fui Chiu Association,

Globalization, Hakka Association
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