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Research Article

Clarification between She and Hakka

Yann-Chuen Tzeng*

New Taipei City Yonghe National Primary School principals

Abstract

The origin of the Hakka people is controversial, according to Liang
Zhaoting's boundary of ethnic group theory and compare with the history
of She ethnic group, if the Hakka people was formed in Song Dynasty,
then there should be a specific culture group has evolved into a ethnic
group with the name "Hakka" at that time. But in some history books
written in Song dynasty, like Liu Kezhuang "Zhang Zhou Yu Yu (;ZMIF;
75 ) "or Wang Xiangzhi "Yu Di Ji Sheng ( EE}I22f% )", we can find some
text sources for She ethnic group and they were called "She Min" or
"Shankeshe" in Jiangxi, Fujian, and Guangdong provinces, but we cannot
find any text sources of the term "Hakka" in those history books, even
usually we think Hakka people has a longer history and cultural
advantage than She people. One possible explanation for such
contradiction is the Hakka people did not use the term "Hakka" as their
ethnic group name in Song dynasty. Similarly, in Qing dynasty, there is no

record of the term"Hakka" in Taiwan's history books. So the term

" Yann-Chuen Tzeng, New Taipei City Yonghe National Primary School principals. Address:
No.120, Section 1, Xiulang Road, Yonghe District, New Taipei City. Tel : +886-2-22326930.
E-mail: yanchuen @ ms10.hinet, net
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"Hakka" may originate from mainland China, then introduce to Taiwan
since the Qing Dynasty. In Fu-Yun's record or the term "She Ha" used to
call Hakka people, supposedly it was originated from Shunzhi cao in
Qing dynasty. At the peak of She emigration wave, "She Ha" in Chuzhou
of Zhejiang province was the major destination. To trace back as earlier as
we can, the origination of the term "Hakka" should be no later than the
middle of the Ming dynasty, even we can presume the origination of the
term "Hakka"is later but close to the origination of "She Ha".Making a
conclusion from the Hakka origin history, phonological evolution,
grammar and semantics, and the evolution of ethnic group names, we

agree with Fu-Yun's opinion: "She Ha , Hakka, and She are all the same".

And long time ago, Wang Xiangzhi said "Shankeshe" may indicate She

people and Hakka people is the same in the very beginning. Possibly,
Hakka people is the She people melting into Chinese.

Keywords : She, Hakka, Sheha, Shankeshe, Shanha.
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