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The change of the diminutive in Hakka
dialects induced by contact

Ying Cheng

Graduate Institute of Taiwan Languages and Language Education
National Hsinchu University of Education

Abstract

The previous studies on language contact focus on the contact
between different languages or dialects; however, there may be some
changes induced by contact between sub-dialects. E and er are
prototypical diminutives of Sixian Hakka and Hailu Hakka, respectively.

Based on our investigations of Hsinfeng and Puli, the co-existence and

s T ING el e R g L I

competition of ¢ and er are caused by intensive contact; mechanisms for

the change include code-switching, code-alternation, and negotiation.

Keywords: diminutive, sub-dialect, language contact
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