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Imagination and Construction:

Hakka Three-Role Tea Drama in Taiwan

Iris Hsin-chun Tuan?

Abstract

Facing the change of globalization, crossing the boundary of area
studies, Taiwan Hakka Three-Role Tea Drama has been imported into
Taiwan from China since the end of Qing Dynasty. It has been popular
in the Hakka tribes and especially in the north and central parts of
Taiwan. It has also gradually expanded its influence to the Fujian
areas. The music in Hakka Drama is so multiple that it is called “Nine
Tones and Eighteen Tunes.” Yet what is the “authentic” traditional
Hakka Three-Role Tea Drama? From imagination to construction,
nowadays the learning and inheritance of Hakka Three-Role Tea Drama
actually is through the classes offered by the troupes or clubs. With
different executives, performing spaces, performing purposes and
performing contents involved are definitely to be turned out different
styles. Different directors’ ideas also influence the presentation of
performing forms and contents. This paper discusses two Hakka
troupes—one is Rom Shing Hakka Opera Troupe, which has the biggest
scale and plentiful resource, and the other is Ni Yun Club Hakka
Three-Role Tea Drama Troupe, which has the local color. Comparing
these two troupes, this papér goes deeper to explore the history of
Hakka Three-Role Tea Drama in Taiwan, the meanings of the ten scripts

% Assistant Professor Department of Humanities and Social Sciences College of Hakka Studies
National Chiao Tung University.
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about the story of “Chang San Lang Sold Tea,” performing styles of
“Pon-To” and the formal contents of the performance, the similarities
and differences in script adaptations between these two troupes, the
different presentation of “Lo Di Sow, ” “Yie Tai Si,” “Wen Hua Chang,”
and proscenium stage, the different performing forms and theatrical
representation in traditional theatre and the contemporary modern
theatre. By analyzing and commenting these two troupes, the aim of this
paper is to examine how Hakka Three-Role Tea Drama can not only
. maintain heritage but also search for modernization and innovation.
This paper argues that the style of simplicity in Ni Yun Club Hakka
Three-Role Tea Drama and the style of exquisiteness in Rom Shing
Hakka Opera Troupe are just like two faces of one coin and perhaps the
two directions for the Hakka Three-Role Tea Drama to develop.

Keywords: Hakka Three-Role Tea Drama, Rom Shing Hakka Opera
Troupe, Ni Yun Club Hakka Three-Role Tea Drama,
“Chang San Lang Sold Tea”
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