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Regional Identity and Ethnicity: Transformation
of “Hakka” Identity among Common People in the Han
River Area in South China, 1640-1940

Chun-Sheng Chen

Abstract

It 1s a long historical process in constructing Hakka as an ethnic
1dentity in the Han River area, one of the main habitations of the Hakka
people in south China. Although the historical memories based on folks
about where Hakka people’s ancestors came from have largely
influenced the formation of Hakka ethnicity, which more important is
that, it has transcended the identity categories formed by daily life
experiences. The introduction of modern racial discourse, the promotion
of modern education and the changes of life style brought by the rising
of modemn cities have played crucial roles in this process of
transformation.

Key words: Hakka, Hoklo, Chaozhou, Shantou, ethnicity
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