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The Forming of the Hierarchy
of Fangliao Yiming Temple in Taiwan

Lieh-Shih Lo

Abstract

The Yiming cult of Fangliao in Taiwan creates a lierarchy which
includes three levels of name niches: god tablet, emolument tablet and
donating list. The god tablet enshrining Yiming is the core of the
hierarchy. The emolument tablets worshiping all the people who
donated or well managed the property of the temple, and the yearly
donating list announcing the names of the donators were merged into
the god tablet. The motive power forming the hierarchy is the fear of
non-tablet and the principle to decide the order in the hierarchy is the
donation and management of the temple property. If one dies without
his name being written on the tablet and worshipped by the survivals,
then he would be a terrible ghost. This kind of psychological tension is
called the fear of non-tablet. One 1s afraid of being harmed by a ghost,
and also afraid of himself becoming a ghost to harm the others. So, in
order to dispel the fear, the dead need to have their tablets. By being
concretized to a name on the tablet, the helpless phantom can receive
mncense in the dark nether world. To arrange the tablet, people need to
donate land, money and the like to construct sacred space. Then, they
divide the sacred space into hierarchic pieces so that the donators will
have their tablets consecrated in the sacred spaces while they are still
alive. As a result, the dead and the living donators are named side by
side on the tablets. The form of the sacred spaces not only includes the
tablets in the temple, but also the yearly declaration of donating list.
These red shining lists, with the names of the donators who share the
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expenses of yearly religious rites on them, are posted on the walls of the
temple and the households. To sum up, with the creation and divides of
the sacred hierarchic space, all the Yiming believers get their niches in
the supernatural. It is exactly the secret of Fangliao Yiming cult that has
been organizing hundred thousands of the households.

Key words : Yiming, hierarchy, donating list, god tablet, emolument

tablet
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