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The structure of feelings in local practice: Life
narrative of cultural practitioner in Hakka village

of northern Taiwan

Wen-Mei Li"

Department Tourism and Leisure, Lunghwa University of Science and

Technology

Abstract

Followed by the rising of Taiwanese consciousness, the policy of
"community building" in 1994, and the establishment of "Hakka Affairs
Council " in 2003, various local cultural organizations sprouted up and
thrived. More and more people engaged in the Hakka culture work. This
article intended to explore what possible emotional strength and structure
of feelings owned by these cultural practitioners, so that they can inherit

and reconstruct the Hakka culture?

This study uses the theoretical concepts of “structure of feeling”
proposed by British cultural criticism scholar Williams who assume that
people have the same emotions and identity in society, intertwined layers
of the social structure. Such feelings were strong and stable as structure.

Life narrative approach was adapted. We interviewed 30 Hakka cultural

* Wen-Mei Li, Assistant Professor of Department Tourism and Leisure, Lunghwa University of
Science and Technology. N0.300, Sec.1, Wanshou Rd., Guishan District, Taoyuan City. Tel:
0939359759. E-mail: winniel@mail.lhu.edu.tw.
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practitioners from August 2013 to September 2014 in Hakka villages of
northern Taiwan.

After reading and analysis of the interview oral texts, the researcher
found that they not only have "persisting and enthusiastic" Hakka
structure of feelings, but also have "disgusting versus eager", "away from
home versus return" and "tradition versus" emotional structure of Hakka.
The research findings expanded the discourse of Hakka " self-proud and
inferiority" character and anxiety complex in the 1990s. Meanwhile, this
article also discussed these emotional structures are embedded in social
structures and social interaction. Finally, we advocate that Hakka cultural

practices must turn towards “localization” and “civilization”.

Keywords: structure of feeling, Hakka cultural practitioner, life narrative
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