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The Study of Hakka Gender Word © “ma”

Hsiang-Yun Chiu

Abstract

Language is the symbol of culture. When a dialect has a word that
is rare or even unfound in others > this word is considered precious for
it often reflects the unique culture of this dialect. Such a word was
found in Hakka. It was the gender word “ma” > which was unusual in
other dialects but was habitually used in Hakka as a feature word. On
the basis of the research of this study > “ma” was used with at least
eighty Hakka lexical words. This study examined the usage of the
lexical words with “ma” ; first » the semantic relationship and
morphology of the word “ma” was discussed before probing into the
cultural implication for its extensive use in Hakka.

The goal was to uncover the various complicated semantic
relationships. This study discovered that “ma” had as many as 15 lexical
combinations and at least 9 extended meanings. It should be noted that
in some combinations “ma” were considered affixes while in others they
were only quasi—affixes. In addition to “ma” > discussions of other
gender words in Hakka such as “kung” > “ku” and “po” were also
included in this study.

The conclusion of this study was that Hakka had a particularly
rich gender affixes and it was highly likely to be the results of general
personification or deification of the Hakka. Based on the word “ma” -
the unique characteristics of Hakka culture was also revealed to a
certain degree.

Key words: Hakka lexical words, feature words, affixes, gender, ma
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