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The construction of a Hakka imagined community:

Aw Boon Haw and his Hakka associations

Jung-Chia Chang®

Institute of Sociology, National Tsing-Hua University

Abstract

The Hakka people were dispersed into regional groups until the early
1920s; formal Hakka organizations were first established, and the
imagination of Hakka linkage was then created. Aw Boon Haw is
undoubtedly one of most important iconic persons in the Hakka ethnic
imagination, in the ways the Hakka people construct a united identity
when they were originally separated in different ancestral homes. This
paper will explore the discourses of Hakka identities in the 1920s, by
gazing into the life of Aw Boon Haw, and also examining how he
established a Hakka network through propaganda in the newspapers, and
also via an emotional umbilical cord within Hakka associations, so that
Hakka people, who have different family origins and accents, created

their imagined communities.

Keywords: Hakka, Aw Boon Haw, Imagined Communities.
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