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Hakka Migration and Relationship Establishment
and Development Between Taiwan and Ryukyu
Before World War |1
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Abstract

After the 1895 Sino-Japanese War, Taiwan entered the Japanese
colonial era. A few Taiwanese people began migrating to Yaeyama Islands,
Ryukyu (Okinawa). Among the Taiwanese Hakkas who migrated to
Ryukyu before World War II, Lin Fa, a native of Shigan, Taichung,
contributed substantially to the Ryukyu society. Lin Fa was referred to as
the “father of the pineapple industry” in postwar Ryukyu. The industry
was a vital economic pillar of Ryukyu before it returned to Japanese rule
in the 1970s. Although Lin Fa was a Taiwanese Hakka, his identity was
not easily identifiable from his political and economic activities before

and after the war. The reasons could be that Lin Fa spoke fluent Japanese,
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or that he could speak freely with Taiwanese Hokkienese and Japanese in
Hokkien and Japanese, respectively; Lin Fa spoke fluent Hokkien and
Japanese because he came from a region (i.e., Central Taiwan) where
Hakka and Hokkien groups frequently interacted. Therefore, the value of
his Hakka identity as a social resource was hidden.

Keywords : Ryukyu, Okinawa, Yacyama, Hakka, Lin-Fa.
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