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The Study of Hakka Clown Drama:
""Everything from the Gods (Toad Notes)"

Hsiu-Ting Su*

Department of Hakka Opera, National Taiwan College of Performing Arts

Abstract

Among all kinds of Hakka tea-picking drama, the "old style
tea-picking opera" is a more primitive, early period dramatic pattern; its
performance organization and pattern is the closest to Hakka tea-picking
opera. The type of Hakka folksong called "folk out" began in the concert
and was seldom mixed with other types of opera singing. This study
chooses old time tea-picking opera, a clown drama, "Everything from the
Gods (Toad Notes)" as the subject for discussion. In the Hakka drama
development history, the representative "old style tea-picking" drama
performances have a long history widespread in Hakka areas as well as
importance. In addition, in the placement of the "stupid son-in-law" theme,
Lee bu-zhi was portrayed as a typical Hakka "foolish clown" by the
Hakka uttered words with a vivid image, full of interest. The study

selected different aspects, such as "theme", “structure” and ‘“uttered

* Hsiu-Ting Su, Assistant of Professor of Department of Hakka Opera, National Taiwan College of
Performing Arts. Address: No.117, Sec. 2, Neihu Rd., Neihu Dist., Taipei City 11464, Taiwan ;
E-mail: siutin@tcpa.edu.tw.
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words” to discuss the tea-picking opera "Everything from the Gods (Toad
Notes)", as the characteristics of Hakka clown drama style. Firstly, it
explores the themes of the drama from the Hakka folktales, "Lee Tien Lo"
to the variant of the plot, the narrative focus shift in the tea-picking opera,
"Everything from the Gods (Toad Notes)". Secondly, it is presented in a
unique style in contemporary performances. A discussion of the play in
relation to old time tea-picking dramas follows. Finally, the uttered words
of the "foolish clown" among the classifications of Hakka clowns are

examined.

Keywords: Toad Notes, Everything from the Gods, Lee Bu-Zhi’s
Catching Toad, Foolish Clown, Hakka Tea-picking Drama.
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