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Research Article
Gender Equality, Motherhood Expectations, and
Fertility: EU Experiences and Hakka-Hoklo

Differences

Chyong-Fang Ko™

Institute of European and American Studies, Academia Sinica

Abstract

Promoting female labor force participation and pushing for gender
equality to increase fertility rates are the two main strategies EU
member states have used to maintain labor supply and economic growth
in an era of a rapidly aging population. Analyzing the 2008 European
Values Study reveals that level of gender equality was positively
associated with non-traditional motherhood expectations, tolerance of
unmarried cohabitation and births outside marriage, GNP per capita, the

female labor force participation rate, and total fertility rate. The very

* Chyong-Fang Ko, Research Fellow, Institute of European and American Studies, Academia
Sinica. Address: 128 Academia Road, Section 2, Nankang, Taipei 11529, Taiwan, R.O.C. Tel:
02-37897252, E-mail: ko@sinica.edu.tw.
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low fertility rate seen in Taiwan can be explained in terms of
incoherency between the levels of gender equality operative in different
social institutions, as Peter McDonald suggested in 2000. Drawing data
from the 2012 Taiwan Social Change Survey, no significant differences
were found between average number of births between Hakka and
Hoklo women. On average, Hakka and Hoklo maintain similar
gender-role expectations, however, Hoklo males are more conservative
than their counterparts. Concurrently, Hakka females have more
traditional expectations of motherhood, and were more eager to work to
contribute family income. Unmarried cohabitation and births outside
marriage were not well received by either group. Both Hakka and Hoklo
people agreed that raising children is a significant life achievement, and
Hakka females especially believed that one’s social status could be

increased by having children.
Keywords: gender equality, motherhood expectation, fertility, EU,
Hakka study
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