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Research Article

Variation and loss of palato-alveolar sibilants in

Hailu Hakka in Nanzhuang township of Taiwan

Chu-Fang Huang, Siu-Ki Chen, Min-Hua Chiang, Chin-Chuan
Cheng’

Department of Hakka Language and Social Sciences, National Central
University
Department of Hakka Language and Social Sciences, National Central
University
Associate Research Fellow of Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica
Department of Chinese as a Second Language, National Taiwan Normal

University

Abstract

There are different varieties of Hakka in Taiwan, for example,
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Sixian, Hailu, Dapu, Raoping, and Zhaoan. Sixian and Hailu are the
varieties with most speakers. Sixian Hakka is the major language in
Nanzhuang. Hailu Hakka is a relatively minor language in terms of
number of speakers. In comparing this Hailu Hakka with the Hailu
Hakka variety spoken in Xinzhu County, we see some phonological
differences. The tonal system is stable without any change. Initial
consonants and vowels have some variations. The most noticeable one
is the loss of alveopalatal [3]. This study is based on microscopic studies
of household distribution of languages. Further analysis of sound
variations especially with respect to the so-called “Sihai” dialect has led
us to take the view that it is a variation of language in contact with
others. It reflects some characteristics of the dominant language and not

an independent new language.

Keywords: Hakka, language contact, phonological variation
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