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Research note

The stone-worship of Taoyuan, Hsinchu, and

Miaoli Hakkas in Taiwan: Shiye and Shiai

Kuo-Ken Tai*

Department of Hakka Language and Social Sciences National Central University

Stone-worship has been widely practiced by peoples around the world. Hakkas’
stone-worship, like other ethnic groups, is nature worship too; however, it has been

developed in various forms under different circumstances and times.

Those Hakkas settled in Taoyuan, Hsinchu, and Miaoli counties, has revealed
their stone worship obviously different from that of those southern Hakkas and
Hokkiens, especially the worship of Shiye and Shiai. This stone-worship has its
inherited custom from the homeland and similar function of Hokkiens’ Lord Stone

worship. Nevertheless, its appellation and attribution are localized and unique.

This study aims to interpret the formation, development, and particularity of the
stone-worship, and reveals three findings: A. Its formation relates with the stone
substance, the custom from the homeland, the rocky environment, and the spiritual
stone-worship of aborigines. B. Its development directs toward opposite ends due to
social change and community empowerment. C. Its deity level is lower than the Earth

God, and that its gender strongly implies locality.

Keywords: hakka , stone-worship, shiye (55, stone father ) , shiai or shimu (5

£}, stone mother ) , lord stone  ( AHFELY )

* Student of Hakka Social and Cultural Master. Home address: 68, Lane 56, Sec. 1, Chang-fu
Rd., Hukou township, Hsinchu county, 30348. E-mail:tai580105@gmail.com.
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1 |ab) | b b c d af be ad X bc | bed b
2 |ab) | b b c d af be ad X bc | bed b
3 |ab) | b b c d af be ad X b bed b
4 | ab) | b b c d af be ad X bc bc b
5 | a(b) a a b | abcd | aef | ad acd acd | bc acd ac
6 |ab)| b b c d af be acd acd b cde b
7 a b b b d a be acd | acde | b bc b
8 a b a b X a be acd | acd | ab | (b)c b
9 a a a a bd a be acd | acd b |(b)ed| b
10 a a a a ad a be acd | acd b b b
11 | ab) | b a X d abe | ad acd | abde | b e a
12 | a(b) | a a a d ae be acd | acd b acd | ac
13 | ab) | b b b bd ae be | abcd | acd | bc ac a
14 a b a a ad a be acd | acd b (b)c b
15 a a a a d a be acd | acd b be b
16 | a(b) | a a a abd | ae be acd | acd b bed | ac
17 b b a a a ae acd acd ab | (b)e | ac
18 a a a a acd a ae acd acd b bed ac
19 | a(b) a b c ad ae ae acd acd | bc cd a
20 [ a(b) | a a b |abcd | a ad acd | acd b ac ac
21 ab) | b b c abd af be acd | acd b ad ac
22 | ab) | b b c bed af ad ad acd b ae ac
23 | a(b) | a b c bcd | ae | acd | acd | acd b adc ac
24 | a(b) | b a a ba af be acd | (acd) | b acd b
25 | a(b) | b a b abd a be acd | acd b ac ac
26 | ab) | b a a bd ae | b(e) | acd | acd b bd a
27 b b a a acd a ae acd | acd b bd ac
28 a b a a cd af ae acd | acd b b b
29 [ a(b) | b a a | abced a be acd acd | bc ac a
30 [ a(b) | b a a abd ae be acd acd b ac a
31 a b a a d a be acd acd b bc b
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