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Multiple Identity and Taiwanese Consciousness:

An Interpretation of Zhuoliu Wu’s Orphan of Asia
Shin-Yang Huang*
Abstract

For most Taiwanese writers in Japanese colonial rule, writing is a
kind of revolt strategy aiming at denouncing in the indirect way the
Japanese unequal rule of Taiwan. For Wu, writing may provoke the
political taboo at that time and then cause his death. Moreover, as one of
the most important Taiwanese writings in Japanese colonial rule, his
major text Orphan of Asia has become a classical text about the
wakening of Taiwanese consciousness, and different discussions of
“orphan consciousness” within that text has nourished since 1970.

Various readings of “orphan consciousness” within Orphan of Asia
diverge from the difference of “China bonds” and “Taiwan bonds”, from
the divergence between cultural identity and political identity. And this
divergence is the major cause of ethnic conflicts in Taiwan. This article
will examine the flow of the chief actor’s identity, then discuss the
concept of multiple identity, and finally seek a possible exit for ethnic
conflicts.

Keywords: Taiwanese Consciousness, Multiple Identity, Diversities of
Identities, Ethnic Conflicts

*  Ph. D. Candidate, Graduate Institute of Sociology, National Chengchi University.
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