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Hakka Diaspora in Calcutta, India

Mei-Lin Pan’
Abstract

This paper analyzes Hakka Diaspora in Calcutta, India by focusing
on the migratory process and the formation of ethnic minority. The
formation of Tangra Chinese has its historical path from immigrant
workers, refugees and international immigrants, and should be studied in
different Indian institutional context, such as imperial colony,
nation-state building, caste society, and market economy. The diaspora
Hakka in Calcutta provides the complex history of global migrations of
populations, the stigmatization and oppression of minorities by modern
states, and the representation of an ethnic minority as an integral part of

contemporary multicultural society.

Key words: Calcutta, Tangra Chinese, Chinatown, ethnic minority,

Hakka Diaspora
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’ L Y™ “Communist China’s record in its relations with neighbour shows that the present
rules of China are out to revive the vanished glories of Chinese imperialism. The difference is
that, unlike the earlier Chinese imperialism, the present-day Chinese regime is seeking to hide
its subterfuge behind loud professions friendship and goodwill.... Basically, the Sino-Indian
conflict is a clash between the Indian way of life and the Chinese Communist ideology. As
prime Minister Nehru has put it, Indian policies represent a way of life which is anathema to
the ruling Chinese ideologists with their faith in power and violence as an instrument of
benevolent change.”ﬁ%ﬁ F Banerjee, Payal. 2007. "Chinese Indians in Fire: Refractions of
Ethnicity, Gender, Sexuality and Citizenship in Post-Colonial India's Memories of the
Sino-Indian War." China Report 43:437-463 .59 | [ IGovernment of India, Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting, Publication Division (MIBPD), 1963, The Sino-Indian Dispute:
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“No roads are marked. Only the surrounding roads are marked. In
Tangra there’s nothing. There are no water supplies. They are not
supplying water and we are paying for it. There is no existence then
why they supply the water. If there is water supply then that area
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“They can take this area away because there is nothing. They can

take the area away. That’s why I put up the road sign. I put it this

way: we are Indians, this citizen but culture is Chinese and there are
lots of people going to Tangra to go to the restaurants.” o
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