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Hakka Ethnic and Culture Image in Taiwan Cinema
Yi-Kuan Huang

Abstract

For a long time, studies on Taiwanese movies have focused on
the long shot aesthetics and the individual characters of new cinema
directors. This paper analyzes the image of the Hakka ethnic group
and the Hakka culture identity in Taiwan cinema.

The research herein studies and examines twelve Taiwanese
movies containing Hakka culture and narration. These films are
discussed as to whether or not the filmed versions of these works
have successfully grasped the essence of Hakka images. Of the
twelve Taiwanese movies, three are able to express the image of the
Hakka ethnic group in different eras.

These three important films - “The time to live and the time
to die”, “My native land”, and “Teen” - emphasize the rhetoric
of the film such of the point of view, tone, and symbolism. The
Hakka culture that is seen in Taiwanese cinema concentrates on the
following aspects: language, setting, characterization, plot, and
music.

This paper provides in-depth cultural and ideological analyses
of these films and discusses the influence of the greater Taiwanese

cultural environment on Hakka movies.

Key Words: Hakka, Hakka ethnic group, Hakka culture, Hakka

film, Taiwan cinema, Hakka literature
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