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Abstract

The national identity, democratic values, and voting behavior of
the Hakka population in Taiwan have been an area lacking statistical
research. Based on recent election data, Hsiao et al. (2022) divided the
local political development of Hakka voters in Taiwan into three types
of regions: First, there are regions characterized by party competition,
with Pingtung County as the representative. Whether in Hakka or
non-Hakka towns, voters tend to support candidates fielded by the
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP). Second, there are regions
dominated by factions, with Miaoli and Hualien as representative
examples. In these regions, both Hakka and non-Hakka towns are

characterized by traditional factional patronage, leading to
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predominantly pro-Kuomintang (KMT) voting behavior. Third, there
is a "transitional Hakka" model that includes five counties and cities:
Taoyuan City, Taichung City, Kaohsiung City, Hsinchu City, and
Hsinchu County. Although in the presidential elections of 2016 and
2020, both Hakka and non-Hakka towns were predominantly in favor
of the DPP, in the county and city mayoral elections and regional
legislator elections of 2018 and 2022, the KMT faction deeply rooted
in these local areas could still compete with the DPP, which holds
central and even county/city governing power, resulting in a close
contest between the blue and green camps. Based on the
aforementioned Hakka political transformation theory, this study uses
the Taiwan Social Change Survey (TSCS) in conducted by the
Academia Sinica for analysis. It explores the political attitudes of
Hakka voters, using three dependent variables: preference for
democracy, stance on unification/independence, and the presidential
voting results in 2008 and 2020. The following findings are obtained:
First, in terms of preference for democracy, there is no significant
difference between Hakka and Minnan ethnic groups, regardless of
individual Hakka ethnicity or the three regional categories. Second,
regarding the stance on unification/independence, superficially, Hakka
individuals are less inclined to support independence. However, after
controlling for factors such as Taiwan identity, there is no significant
difference between Hakka and Minnan ethnic groups. However, there
are noticeable differences among the three regional categories:
Pingtung leans towards supporting independence, while Hualien and
Miaoli lean towards supporting unification, and there is no significant

difference in the transitional regions. Third, from the 2008 to 2020
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presidential elections, regarding the presidential candidates of the
KMT and DPP, there is no significant statistical difference in the

voting behavior between the Hakka and Minnan ethnic groups. The

aforementioned results debunk the misconception that Hakka voters

lean towards the blue camp. The reason why Hakka constituencies
tend to support the KMT is due to overall factional control in these
areas and weaker Taiwanese consciousness and support for
independence. Individual Hakka voters do not show stronger support

for the pan-blue camp.

Keyword: voting behavior, Hakka, ethnic politics, social survey,

democratic transition
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