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Research Article

A Semantic and Syntactic Study on zeu** in
Hailu Hakka

Meng-Hua Lee

K-12 Education Administration, Ministry of Education Native
Language Live Study Hakka Language Teacher

Abstract

Based on dictionary definitions and fieldwork data, this study
investigates the syntactic and semantic features of the Hailu Hakka
motion verb zeu?. According to the structural features, the
zeu*-marked words can be divided into two main categories: zeu®* +
X and X + zeu®. The former can be further classified into three
subtypes, including zeu® + N, zeu™ + V and zeu® + complement, with
the highest semantic complexity being found in zeu® + N. The X +
zeu® structure can be divideied into three categories, viz., the
subject-predicate N + zeu® construction, the adverbial-head Adv +
zeu™ construction, and the verb-complement V + zeu® construction.
Comparatively, most of the X + zeu™ sequences retain the nature of
phrases and hence have lower semantic complexity. In addition, this

thesis employs cognitive mechanisms such as conceptual structure,

metaphor, and metonymy to analyze the semantic extension of zeu®,

which can be categorized into the following six types. First, agent

moves rapidly by using his/her feet as an instrument, as in
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zeu*siong™giug® . Second, agent moves by the use of instruments
other than feet, as in zeu?*hon®*shon™. In this use, the spatial meaning
of ‘moving around’ is highlighted. Third, the meaning of using
instruments for movement is bleached and only the sense of ‘fast
movement’ is highlighted, as in zeu*miang® . Fourth, agent causes an
object to move, as in zeuseb’shui®* . Fifth, the non-agentive
movement use is developed, as in zeu*san® . Sixth, through the
CHANGE OF STATE IS MOVEMENT TO A NEW LOCATION
metaphor, changes in state are treated as spatial movement, as in

zeu®mui® .

Keyword: Hailu Hakka, motion verb zeu™, conceptual structure,

metaphor, metonymy
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