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Research Article

A Study on Initial Consonant Variation and
Geographical Distribution in Yangmei Hakka
Language

Cho-An Chiang

Ph.D. Program in Hakka Studies, National Central University

Abstract

This study explores the variation of initial consonants in Hakka
Language in Yangmei District and its geographical distribution,
aiming to analyze the impact of language contact and regional factors
on phonetic evolution. Yangmei District is located in Taoyuan City
and is one of the important Hakka settlements in Taiwan. There are
two major Hakka dialects, the Si-Rhen ( /7#%) and the Hoi-liuk ( %7
/5E) dialect, forming a unique language contact environment. Through
literature review, it is found that Yangmei Hakka belongs to the
category of "Si Hoi Dialect"( /7%25% ), but there are still differences in
the definition of it in the academic community. This study believes
that "Si Hoi Dialect" ( /Z%4#5%) can only describe the result of
language contact and cannot fully explain its evolution process.
Therefore, this study starts from the phonetic level to explore the
formation mechanism of initial consonant variation. This study uses
field survey method, collects and analyzes the distribution of initial

consonants in the Si-Rhen ( /Z£%) and the Hoi-liuk ( 42/ ) Hakka
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dialect in Yangmei District through corpus, and draws language maps
with GIS (Geographic Information System) technology to present
phonetic variation in a visual way. The study found that the change of
initial consonants in Yangmei Hakka is mainly reflected in the
variation process of zero initial consonant plus fine sound (i) .Some
Hakka areas in the Si-Rhen ( /4#%) Hakka have added [(z] initial
consonants, while Hoi-liuk ( 42%4£) Hakka generally retains the tongue
leaf sound [ 3] . The geographical distribution of phonetic variation
shows that the dialect of the Si-Rhen ( /4% ), east of Yangmei is more
conservative and maintains the tip of the tongue, while the west is
influenced by the Hoi-liuk ( %#&) dialect and has more alveopalatal
sounds. Through comparative research and diachronic observation, it
is found that phonetic variation is affected by both internal phonetic
development and external language contact, and is highly correlated
with topography and language settlement distribution. The results
show that the direction of phonetic change is roughly (i) — [j] —

(z]) — [3) . This study further confirms that it is not only the
diachronic changes within the language that affect phonetic evolution,
but also external language contact is a key factor. In particular, in the
process of phonetic conversion, the development of alveopalatal
sounds is more affected by the dominant language. This study
provides a new perspective on the phonetic variation and geographical
distribution of Taiwan Hakka Language. Through the presentation of
language maps, the regional pattern of language variation is further
verified. Future research can be further expanded to more vocabulary

and grammatical structures, and explore phonetic changes between
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different generations to more comprehensively understand the

development trend of Taiwan Hakka Language.

Keyword: linguistic distribution, geolinguistics, Yangmei Hakka,

phonetic variation, initial consonants
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