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Abstract

Assessing language vitality requires consideration of multiple
dimensions. UNESCO (2003 ) has proposed nine indicators of
language vitality as a reference for language vitality assessment.
These indicators encompass six aspects related to language population
and language use domains, two indicators assessing language attitudes,
and an indicator for assessing language corpus. Given that government
policies and attitudes have a profound impact on the status, function,
and institutional support of a language, this paper focuses on the
seventh indicator: government and institutional language attitudes and
policies. The study employs a mixed-method approach combining
quantitative and qualitative methods, with a total of 1,466 valid

responses collected. The survey reveals significant progress in the
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performance of Hakka language in indicator seven of language vitality.
It has transitioned from the phase of language prohibition in the past
to stages of forced assimilation, passive assimilation, and currently
lies between the fourth and fifth levels, indicating discerning support
and equal support. The philosophy of Hakka language policy aligns
with the description of the fifth level: all languages are protected,
Hakka is a resource and a right, encouraging its preservation.
However, the use of Hakka in public domains is limited, primarily
confined to private spheres, aligning with the fourth-level description.
Furthermore, the evolution of attitudes toward language policies in
Taiwan is described as transitioning from "Mandarin only" to
"Mandarin plus," and further to "Mandarin inclusive." It analyzes the
shifts in language policy orientation, highlighting the changing
attitudes towards language policies in different periods. This paper
suggests that future Hakka language policies should move towards the
fifth level, pursuing substantive "equal support", going beyond
symbolic equality, pursuing official language status, and achieving the
same status and functions as Mandarin, so as to further strengthen the

institutional support for Hakka and its mainstreaming.

Keyword: Hakka, UNESCO, language vitality assessment, language
policy, language attitudes
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