LRET BLER-W

b5Esm L
REIFE R TGRSR M

RS

REIFERBRANBRS » AR ~ ILE e p a2 i
FECHBZREU BRI EECR ~ MAEEERREZRER > &
75 = B DU AR BRI & o e R 5 s S (B DA (ERHY
PRIT © BOGELNLE » 372 ZRBIE R A{ESF B CHYREEEEE - Rt
ASCHE TS R 2R B SR E > BT R B KRR
ERNEEEISUET > IARIRAE EERNEHEE ? FRERE
B R AR H ] RE R (T ? R AR S BAR S R (] 2 A
Wt R R BN B B A ST S HIE R > s a1
MIREEIBI - KRB EANEIZEREM A KL N RN R
ANy 2R BN AHIRE (& B EE/ZRRE (R AT R ELER
UL E > DU SEIRT= 2 -

IEEEREE R —(H 2 E R RAIBRE - (ERefF R A T HREE
AFFEEE SR - EEMERE - B BRI SRR (- SEEE
BB E T R~ SRAIEH CHHREHIRR ~ mIBKGE 1T

I

T

P

CEME - B R RREE R E L GRS 0T BT ET ¢ jwang@ncu.edu.tw




50 FHEWITE FE H W

BEHCAm T EREAT - ARERMICEEARICEREZ
FIRERHIREIE > ER—EE AEFEZ LRAT - MTMIHER
plEE AR AR SEEGEE R 2R - 55 ARSI =%
OECE - ATRE R RS REE S N PR RV E - 2] 1755 = QR
VU RI3E B CAHIEACRRTHT A iR A TIR A RRR IR AR
REHYIREE - BB 2 ERE S0 [F BB - A AAE— 7S
v S TR ARV ZR B R 5 S B R ] AFFAE (K

B ¢ FERISE © BRI - R



Research Article

The Formation and Diversity in Hakka
communities in Thailand

Li-Jung Wang”

Department of Hakka Language and Social Sciences, National Central

University

Abstract

There are a large number of Hakka immigrants distributed
throughout the central, northern, and southern regions of Thailand.
These immigrants have experienced the Thai cultural assimilation
policies, the modernization processes, and the construction of
nationalism. The third and fourth generation Thai Hakka immigrants
are facing the plight of difficulty passing on the Hakka language and
culture. Even so, many Thai Hakkas still insist on their ethnic identity.
This study aimed to outline the appearance of the Thai Hakka
ethnicity in Thailand and analyze how the Hakka ethnic is able to
persist the Hakka identity under the social history and cultural
differences. What are the possible operating mechanisms behind the
Hakka identity? What are the complex features of the Thai Hakka
culture? In this study, we found that the Thai Hakka group has
numerous internal differences that crisscrossed to form complex and

diverse identity features. In general, these internal differences can be

* Li-Jung Wang, Department of Hakka Language and Social Sciences, National Central
University, e-mail: ljwang@ncu.edu.tw
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divided into the following factors: the different origins; the
relationship with the Chaozhou people; the local Chinese/Thai
relations; the influences of urbanization and modernization, and the

transnational impacts.

Ethnic identity is a process of learning and exploration.
Individuals need to understand the characteristics, significances,
values, and attitudes of their ethnic group; establish relationships with
the members of the ethnic group; learn and practice the social
behavior of the ethnic group; recognize their own feelings towards the
ethnic group; and eventually accept the significance and role played
by the ethnic group in their lives. If we look at the identity of the
Hakkas in Thailand from this perspective, the Hakka identity for the
first and second generation core members of the Hakka Cultural
Center comprised a journey of identity filled with exploration and
commitment. For the second and third generation core members, the
journey gradually transitioned more towards commitment than
exploration. The third and fourth generations reached a new era where
they do not know the origin of their ancestors. So they may have
entered a state of no exploration and no commitment. Some people
have ignited some hope during the wave of global Hakka recognition
movements believing that the Hakka culture and identity can continue

to be inherited during the new era.

Keywords: Thai Studies, Hakka Studies, Ethnic Identity
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