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A Study on the Characteristics of the

Pronunciations and Lexical Items in Taiwan

Si-Hai Dialect

Sheng-Yu Teng

National United University

Department of Taiwan Languages and Communication

Abstract

Si-Hai dialect is a mixture of Si-Xien and Hai-Lu dialect, which both
are the main dialect of Hakka language in Taiwan. When Si-Xien and
Hai-Lu contacted, the change of pronunciations, lexical items and even
the grammar have made the Si-Hai dialect appear. The fieldwork
conducted in Taoyuan, Hsinchu and Mioli County has discovered
seventeen subtypes of Si-Hai dialect, which shows that the distribution of
Si-Hai is often in the bidialectal area between Si-Xien and Hai-Lu Hakka.
The status of Si-Hai is regarded as a result of the development of
Taiwanese Hakka during three hundred years. Based on the result of the
fieldwork, this paper provides new evidence for language contact, by
discussing the characteristics of the pronunciations and lexical items, and

by discovering the patterns and directions of language change.
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The findings are summarized as follows:

1) Based on the different feature changes in language structure in Si-Hai
dialect, the change of lexical items are the most likely, whereas the
tone change is the least. ’

2) When the change of onset and nucleus in Si-Hai, the transition types
of Si-Hai from the underlying Si-Xien and underlying Hai-Lu are on
the contrary. This also causes some special merger in the phonology
of Si-Hai,

3) The changes of lexical items are divided into three types: the random
code-switching, the parallel or alternative use of the Si-Xien and

Hai-Lu, the coalescence of Si-Xien and Hai-Lu.

Keywords: Si-Hai dialect, language contact, Si-Xien dialect, Hai-Lu

dialect, language change
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