EFME BOBER M
2011 %12 B & 99-140

EFR RIS I LRSS BRIER © DURLLAR BB

=fia
BRI SRR NS E R %

] 22

A FELAE LB AIERT ~ VDTS Bl B Sy = 5 i Al
FEERITEHES (RS BRSSO M R S B BT
BT SE E - AR LUREE SRR EEIFE 7% - #EnEE T
TR N FATERIR 2N 2 FRETH AR - Al
TAEWE ~ AR RAVE B A B OERRE ~ DU TR R ERIRE
B - HTFEEERER > RERER R SR LF 2T EEE
= B MERIEEAIR S — [\ 2% BITRIENE R - Al
LI EA RN - SEMEA S DURBIEAY/ RS - AR T
HAKEBUA > RN EE R H I 5 E LN S RE AR A

% ASCE 98 EEERIEHEIERETE TR - & - Sy - ERHEREAISER
FIL4ESEHER | (NSC 98-2410-H-009-051) BIEMIRER » SRR L EERIELE 97-99 &£
EEZERE " @BEREENEY - R gess « DUBW - BERT - FE AN
BRTUR N EE  ERERR ) BARGRTE T2 FatE T UL B B R
b EATEFIRE REEFEE | FRRERS - £ R RS R B R B 2 5h I
[ERGRE > ZPuE - RES - R - SBEREEE R - = EHGHEE
B - AR Y BRPETBAREF LR EEREE R AR R LT T
BETEIPRAERERE (20104 12 B 11-12 H) - Bifilan NBER RN ELEEA
HIHEIE - CEE& - '



_/166 ZEHR 0% B8

BEE  BORMNE IS B LIE T AR R A PV E K
ATHUES) o BT MBS R 2 FREMNIEBEEET S -
BIEH » FRLMENEGZEES  FE 2RSSR
R LH TRz o -

BRI © fEAUAISE - oMM  (HEEESE ~ BDUESE - BREXL



ERWIIBIE T LA ERIEE © DAEILAE REY 101

Women Micro-entrepreneurship in the Hakka
Society: A Case Study of Hengshan Township

Hsin-Yi Lu

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences

National Chiao Tung University

Abstract

In recent years, entrepreneurship has been praised by international
development agencies as a promising way to empower women in
impoverished areas. Anthropologists’ field observations, however, reveal
that the accumulation of economic capital by women does not necessarily
lead to the rise of their social status. Drawing on retrospective life story
interviews collected in Neiwan, Shakeng, and Hsinhsin villages of
Hengshan Township, this paper analyzes the experiences of
entrepreneurial women who run small businesses in Hakka society in
rural Taiwan. The topics of focus include the individual motivation and
experience of managing one’s own business, and the gender ideology and
socioeconomic structure that shape women’s entrepreneurship. The
research finds that the primary reason Hakka women start up their small
businesses is to supplement family income. The entrepreneurial women
are both enabled and compromised on their way to attain financial
independence by the gendered expectation of the traditional Hakka
community. As a synergetic outcome, these women hold a diversity of
economic identities. As entrepreneurs, these women are not only rational

economic subjects for whom individual gain is paramount, they are also
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activists consciously and unconsciously building and strengthening the

non-capitalist community economies already in place.

Keywords: Micro-entrepreneurship, women’s empowerment, community

industry, tourism, Hakka women
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