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Study on the Elderly Masters of Hakka
Traditional Houses in Liutui : Based on Houtui

Meng-Chu Chang”

Abstract

A good archiving system for studying records of traditional
residences has been needed by professionals in recent years. Since most
houses were built with local materials and many elderly master
craftsmen were hired to construct the houses, their skills and various
aesthetic concepts as well as local customs are reflected in local
architectural characteristics. As a result, the Hakka houses in Liutui are
full of traditional features. Liutui is an important Hakka township in
southern Taiwan and the unique Hakka culture is well maintained,
particularly the traditional residences. Its style is very different from the
Min style. Unfortunately, the buildings were more highly valued than
the elderly masters. In fact, they are the main builders of local buildings
and their importance cannot be ignored. This study will focus on the
elderly masters who built the houses in Houtui, part of Liutui. By
learning about their lives, we will understand their motivation to
become artisans, the heritage of skill, scope of construction and pricing
process. The changes in the pricing process and engineering methods
greatly influenced their works. The researcher tries to provide a
profound understanding of the elderly master artisans who have devoted
themselves to the construction of traditional-style buildings in Liutui.

Keyword: liu-tui, Hakka, architecture, traditional houses, elderly
masters

Instructor, Department of General Studies, Meiho Institute of Technology.
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