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The Exploring of Taiwan Hakka Entrepreneur:
The relationship of ethnic characteristics and
the ways of managing money

Wei-An Chang’

Abstract

This article is part of a big project: "The Exploring of Taiwan
Hakka Entrepreneur." This is one of several projects supported by the
Hakka Affairs Council, Administrative Yuan. The "Exploring" Project is
carried out by the College of Hakka Studies, National Central University.
The research group interviewed 24 valid cases; most of them are the
members of Taipei Hakka Rotary Club, from May to November, 2005.
We have several concerns in this big project, and the foundlings will be
presented in different papers. In this paper, the main concern is the
relationship between ethnic characters and the ways of managing money
in the Hakkanese business. Based on our interview data, ethnic variable
didn't play any significant effect on the ways of managing money. This
is similar to previous studies on Hakka traditional industry--tea industry
in the north part of Taiwan. In this article, no matter the raise of
founding money or enterprise turnover needs, lending money to
someone or considering as a guarantor of financial loan, there is no
place for ethnic variable. In the last, for the attitude of managing money,
the interviewee said they are different from the Hakka people in general,
perhaps this would be a reason why they can be entrepreneurs.

Keywords: Hakka, ethnic economy, Hakka entrepreneurs

* President of Taiwanese Hakka Studies Association (2003-2007 ) ; Professor and Dean, Institute
of Sociology, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Tsing Hua University,
Hsinchu, Taiwan.
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