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State, Ethnicity and Hakka Businessmen:
Case Studies of the Establishment of New Schools in British
Singapore and Malaya

Sin-Kiong Wong
Abstract

The modernization of Chinese education and schools in British
Singapore and Malaya began at the first decade of the 20" century.
Within this period, the Hakka in Singapore and Malaya established four
schools, they were: Penang Zhonghua School (set up in 1904),
Chonghua School (1908), Yingxin School(1905) and Qifa School
(1906). Each and every school was established with their individual
idealism: to foster talents for the country; or to provide education for the
juniors of fellow villagers from China. The backgrounds of the founders
differed from rich and powerful Nanyang businessmen to local
merchants; some were embracers of the Qing government while others
were revolutionaries or politically neutral. Nonetheless, the
establishments of the schools were, in a way or other, linked to Chinese
dialect-group associations or temples. This paper will begin the analysis
of relations between the Hakka and the Chinese education of Singapore
and Malaya from their founding of these four schools, to the relationship
between the establishment of the schools and nationalism and ethic
consciousness. From these case studies, we can also see the differences
in how the Hakka view their social identity, national identity and their

ultimate concerns.

" Associate Professor & Head, Department of Chinese Studies, National University of Singapore.
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